Risk assessment - Outdoor Grounds
	Name of activity, event, and location
	This risk assessment covers the general premises/grounds and is suitable for both volunteer use during section meetings and for members of the public hiring the venue.
It is a generic site risk assessment only. All volunteers, activity leaders, and hirers must complete their own activity-specific risk assessments for any programme, event, or activity they run.
	Date of risk assessment
	11th October 2025
	Name of person(s) doing this risk assessment
	Aaron Young, Group Lead Volunteer

Karl Durr-Soresen, Trustees Board Chair

	
	
	Date of next review
	1st October 2026 (or with significant change to environment)
	
	



	What could go wrong?
What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?
How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all needs?
	Review & revise
What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.
	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment, or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity.
This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Ground surfaces, vegetation and housekeeping

Trips, slips, cuts, sprains from uneven ground, holes, rubbish, or long grass
	All users
	Grounds inspected before sessions. Uneven or damaged areas marked or repaired. Grass cut regularly; rubbish removed. Steps and hardstanding kept clean and free of algae. Eye protection used if strimming. Young people and hirers briefed not to walk on the grass banks and to use provided footpaths to avoid injury.

Verbal reminders given during arrival or safety briefings. Visual signage used where appropriate.
	Review after bad weather, maintenance, or reports of near misses.

	Fire and cooking areas

Burns, uncontrolled fire, smoke inhalation
	Young people, leaders
	Three designated fire lighting areas. Checked before each use. Buckets of water/sand and fire blanket available. Adult supervision at all times. Fires and stoves fully extinguished. LPG and fuel stored separately.

Fire safety rules briefed at start of activity. Clear verbal and visual instructions.
	Review after fire use or incident.

	Trees

Falling branches, decay or root hazards
	All users
	Trees inspected at least annually and after storms. Dead wood removed. No climbing unless part of supervised activity.

Tree maintenance plan displayed. Leaders briefed.
	Review after severe weather or annual inspection.

	Climbing on walls, fences or structures

Falls from height, fractures, cuts, damage to property
	Young people, hirers, visitors
	Young people and hirers briefed not to climb walls, fences, gate posts or structures. Any unstable walls identified and repaired. Edges checked for loose bricks or sharp points. Clear signage installed if needed.

Verbal briefing at session start; included in hirer agreement; visual signage with symbols.
	Review after weather damage, maintenance, or reports of unsafe structures.

	Outdoor tools and equipment

Cuts, misuse, damage
	Leaders, volunteers
	Tools kept locked in cabinet within locked storeroom. Only competent adults use or issue tools. PPE (gloves, boots) worn. Inspections after use.

Tool use briefing for adults. Visual PPE reminders.
	Review after tool sessions or when new tools purchased.

	Firewood storage area (splinters, nails, sharp debris)

Splinters, cuts, puncture wounds, infection
	Young people, leaders, volunteers
	Firewood area checked regularly. Old pallets or timber with exposed nails removed or made safe. Firewood stacked safely to avoid collapse. Young people supervised if accessing firewood. Gloves available for adults handling wood.

Safety briefing given before fire lighting activities. Visual signage in storage area.
	Review when new firewood delivered or after seasonal checks.

	Flammable materials (fuels, LPG)

Fire, explosion
	All users
	Fuels stored upright in a locked cupboard with ventilation and signage. Stocks kept minimal. Cylinders stored externally.

Adults trained and signage clear.
	Review after restock or maintenance.

	Lighting, boundaries and site security

Trips, unauthorised entry or exit, poor visibility
	All users
	Floodlights maintained for evening use. Torches available for night activities. Boundaries checked and gates kept closed during sessions. Locks and fences maintained. CCTV cameras are in use and can be remotely monitored by authorised leaders for site security.

Leaders brief participants on site limits and lighting use. Privacy notice displayed for CCTV use.
	Review after fence repairs, lighting maintenance, or security incidents.

	Traffic (leaders’ cars only)

Collision during arrival/departure
	Leaders, young people
	Leaders and young people arrive and leave at different, pre-agreed times. Leaders arrive before and leave after sessions. No vehicle movement during youth activity. Gates closed once everyone has arrived.

Communicated in parent welcome pack and leader briefings.
	Review if car park layout, timings, or usage changes.

	Wildlife, insects, and plants

Bites, stings, allergic reactions
	All users
	Site checked for nests, nettles, or hazardous plants. First aid kit includes sting and bite treatment. Allergy info checked in advance.

Medical needs shared with leaders. Inclusive communication used.
	Review seasonally or after incidents.

	Emergency access

Delays in emergency response
	All users
	Clear vehicle route maintained. Keys or gate codes accessible to leaders. Meeting point signposted.

Emergency plan shared with leaders and visible near entrance.
	Review after layout changes or incidents.


Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop halfway through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities. 
[image: ]You can find more information in the Safety checklist for Volunteers and at scouts.org.uk/safety 
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